
REC COUNCIL MINUTES - January 14,2008

In Attendance: Peter Vance, Richard Polsinello, Peter Pasternak, Tom Morrison, Bill
Kaehler, Bill Mullins, Harry Brust, Don Butner, Steve Powers, Tom O'Connor, Mike
Tidd, Larry Me Bride

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM by Richard Polsinello

Opening Prayer:

Meditation: Peter Pasternak
It was suggested that we establlish a list of volunteers for subsequent
Meetings. Bill Kaehler and Don Butner accepted for February.

Secretary's Report: Presented by Peter Pasternak, accepted with the correction of

Larry McBride being removed as Acting Treasurer ( to be -:}leded) to Treasurer
Candidate.

Nominating Committee: List of nominees reported, vote taken and slate approved.

Meeting turned over to the new Chair, Peter Vance

Treasurer's Report: Walt Forney reported

Facility Reports:
Coxsackie: Tom O'Connor reported an incident with the Peace Talker at the

last REC received a kiss on the cheek in appreciation from an inmate. A recent
letter was sent to all volunteers regarding sexual harrasment policy between
volunteers and inmates. The reunion in December was well attended. The Spring
weekend is scheduled for 4/18,19,20 2008. Don Smith is serving as Director. Bob
Elie will serve as director for Fall '08.

Great Meadows: Peter Pasternak reported that the tlrst reunion was
attended by 6 Team Members and 6 Inmater. The lack of a Chaplain on site is
starting to show. It is anticipated that Fr Cyril Owambo has been appointed as
Chaplain and will start in February. A Sp[ring Weekend has not been scheduled as
yet.

Greene: Mike Tidd reported their las reunion was to be held on Jan 17th•

Deacon Larry Grostbeck in now working 20 hrs per week at the facility. He also
has a new Clerk. Spring Weekend is set for Mar 28,29,30 2008. Director unknown.

Hale Creek: Steve Powers reported the reunion in January was attended by
9 Team and 9 Inmates. The Deacon is working to increase communication about
REC. The next team will start meetings on Feb 7th and the weekend is scheduled for

5/2,3,4 2008 with Gar G1ra as Director.



Hudson: Mike Tidd conducted a reunion on Jam 13th• Peter Vance
substituted for Jerry VanAlstyne. Fr Cantwell said mass for 8 inmates and team.
He later conducted an Eccuminical Program with the Work Release Program.
Team is in formation for the Spring Weekend on 4/25,26,272008. Peter Vance will
serve as Director. Tom Morrison is now the new Facility Liasion.

McGregor: Bill Kaehler reported the 1st reunion was held on 1/5 with Mass
celebrated. 38 Inmates and 12 Team were present. The Superintendent position is
vacant. Rich Winslow will meet with the Acting Supt. Paul Heckman is scheduled
as director for the weekend of 5/2,3,4 2008.

Washington: Harry Brust stated that 14 Inmates and 4 Team members were
present for the Jan 13th reunion. A priest from Siena College said Mass. The dates
of 4/11,12,13 with Mike Tidd have been set for Spring 08.

RMU: No Report

RE-Entry Ministry: Steve Powers and Alan Johnson are in the process of
getting this program underway. A draft of the Plan and Program were presented.
Metings are planned for Holy Family Parish ( formerly St. Patrick's) on Central
Ave in Albany on Thursday nights. There is some concern from the facilities that
the brochures may fmd their way back into a Facility with Names and Phone
Numbers listed. It was suggested that we establish an Unlisted phone no and use an
answering machine to receive messages which can be fIltered.

Tom M made a motion that we approach the Knights of Columbus at Christ the
King to offset the $40. Per month fee for the room charge and $100 max to purchase
the answering machine and phone line.

Jail Ministry: No Report

OLD BUSINESS
ReEntry Brochures - no Report

Memorial Gifts for Chaplain's - Great Meadows, Fr Joe DeMagio
McGregor, Fr Richard Severson
Hale Creek, Fr Jim Hayes

Discussion focused on placques, Ciborum or other appropriate gifts. Liasion
Are to discuss an appropriate gift with their respective facilities.

REC Crosses. A meeting will be scheduled with Debbie Henry where we will
provide a sample of a 1 Y2 in cross for approval at all 7 Facilities.

Statewide: Rich and Walt reported that there are 25 RECs acive. Debbie




